
 

Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome to the second month of the 20-21 school year! We are thrilled with how well the students have adjusted to school, 
even with all of the changes due to Covid-19. Starting October 12th, students have been able to use the playground equipment 
while wearing a mask. We will continue to use a rotating recess schedule to ensure contact tracing can be done, if needed. We 
know the students are excited about the playground equipment re-opening. Thank you for your support from home! 

October 13th we had our “Heron of the Month” assembly. We know not being able to attend assemblies is disappointing, so we 
posted pictures and videos for our families on our website (under activities) ! We are proud of our Herons! 

Our PTO fundraiser ended on October 16th. Our students are excited to see their prizes! Thank you for your support! 

We have a fun Red Ribbon week planned the last week of October, ending with students and staff dressing in costumes! Please 
refer to the flyer sent home on October 12th or the “dates to remember” below for more information on Red Ribbon week. 

The students have been working really hard in class. They STAR tested and we are proud of their academic progress. Parent 
Star reports were sent home October 12th. Be expecting a phone call/conference request from your child’s teacher during the 
month of October. Students are also starting ELA and Math interventions in grades K-5. At home, ask your students about the 
Science Word of the Day from the news or ask them to retell about the book they are reading. Just asking simple questions like 
this can create a positive impact on your child's education. Your support from home is vital to their success. We are looking for-
ward to a great year! As always, please reach out to your child's teacher or myself at anytime!  Please be sure to check out 
our website to review our School Improvement Plan, Parent Engagement Plan, & Right to Know Letter (under “our school”).         

Dr.Hudzina 
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 STEM Lab 

What have the students learned in 
STEM since the beginning of the year? 
As most of you know STEM stands for 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math. We have been able to dive into 
every single one of these subjects and it 
has been very educative and fun. At the 
beginning of each class we start with a 
FACT, just a nugget of knowledge that 
kids are now looking forward to hear 
every time they visit the STEM lab. 
  
During the first 6 weeks of schools we 
can proudly say that students have 
learned and accomplished: 
-Goal Setting during the process of 
building or solving problems. 
-Observe and Identify Animal Features 
-The importance of a solid foundation 
when building structures. 
-The science behind paper rocket build-
ing and launching. 
-3D design and production 
-Augmented and Virtual Reality 
-Introduction to Coding (Shapes) 
-Efficiently Building Towers and Bridges 
-Gravity, Heavy and Light Objects 
-Seeds Dispersal 
-How does a parachute works 
-Design Process 
 
We have definitely been busy! There is 
so much more to explore and learn still. 
Be on the look out for all the great next 
things the students will be learning in 

Check it out! We have made a few changes to the media 
program in order to follow the recommended health 
guidelines; however, the goal for the media program remains 
the same:  give students access to books and foster a 
love of reading.   
Each week, Ms. Dickerson will meet all kindergarten and 1st 
grade students in their classrooms.  During this time, 
students will select a book to checkout and then the students 
will enjoy a read aloud.  Ms. Dickerson will visit all 2nd-5th 
grade classrooms every other week for a read aloud.  During 
the first week of school, 2nd-5th grade students were taught 
how to use Destiny Follett to place books on hold.  Ms. 
Dickerson delivers these books to them throughout the 
week. 
For more information about the reading programs that we 
participate in, such as Accelerated Reader and the 
Sunshine State Young Readers Award (SSYRA), please 
visit the media webpage. Please remind students of their 
responsibility to take care of their borrowed library books and 
to return them to their classroom library bin in a timely 
manner.  We are looking forward to a great year. 
 
Heron Hangout 
VES is proud to offer the Heron Hangout, an extended day 
learning program available to all kindergarten to 5th grade 
students.  Morning care begins at 7:00am and concludes 
with free breakfast in CHAMPS Cafe at 8:05am.  During 
the mornings, students participate in story time, drawing 
activities, and social activities.  After-school care is 
available until 6:00pm.  Students are provided with a free 
snack from CHAMPS Cafe before going to recess.  The 
schedule then includes homework time followed by an 
enrichment activity.  Vineland teachers and staff provide help 
with homework before leading an enrichment activity.  To 
register for Heron Hangout, please go to the VES website 
and scroll down to the Heron Hangout button.  For 
questions, please email Gina Dickerson at 
gina.dickerson@yourcharlotteschools.net  

Dates to Remember 

10/5 — Quarter 1 Progress Grades 

10/6—PTO / SAC Virtual Meeting 

10/13—Heron of the Month 
Assembly (virtual) 

10/26-10/30—Spirit Week 

Monday– Crazy socks 

Tuesday-Pajama Day 

Wednesday– Sports Team Day 

Thursday– Spirit or Red Shirt Day 

Friday– Costume Day 

10/30—Box Tops Due 

10/30—End of Quarter 1 

* School Report Card info: 
http://doeweb-prd.doe.state.fl.us/ 
eds/nclbspar/index.cfm 

    Heron Hero Pictures  
 

School News 
Welcome back Vineland Families! The PTO has been 
working on some new ways to help raise funds this year. 
Due to social distancing we are unable to have our Heron 
Harvest this year. So in lieu we ran the Otis Spunkmeyer 
and Nancy Daniels fundraiser. 
We will be holding our first few meetings virtually until we 
can hold our meetings in person again. If you wish to join 
the meeting, a link will be available on Vineland’s 
Facebook page, along with the PTO Facebook page. 

 

Thank you, Jenn Monna– PTO President  

Counselor’s Corner 

News from 
our Nurse 

A Title 1 School 

VES: Where Herons SOAR 

Show Respect     Own Actions     Accept Differences     
Realize Potential 

Hi Heron Parents!  My name is Molly Toure and I’m the 
School Counselor here at Vineland. School Counselor’s can 
wear many different hats at the elementary school level, but I 
want to take a moment to share some of the ways I can 
support your child. I offer direct student services such as 
classroom guidance, small group counseling, individual 
counseling and student check-ins. It is important to note that 
all school counseling services are brief and solution focused, 
so if you feel that your child would benefit from ongoing 
therapy, it is more appropriate that I make a referral to an 
outside agency. I also provide indirect services to students. 
Indirect services may include things such as conferences with 
parents, collaborating with teachers, and supporting school-
wide programs and events. I am excited to announce that, in 
collaboration with the school’s social worker and 
psychologist, we will be releasing a quarterly mental health 
newsletter for parents. Feel free to contact me at the school 
any time with questions or concerns.  

Molly Toure, School Counselor 

From the Media Center 


